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German ‘Concrete Poetry’ and the Teaching of Areal Studies

Jeong, In-Mo’

Pusan National University

ABSTRACT: German concrete poetry, which emerged in the 1950s, has a character different from the traditional

forms of poetry and was initially criticized or even rejected that it was often referred to as heresy among poetry

circles, but nevertheless became a poetry trend yielded international influence for about 20 to 30 years.

Here,

'concrete’ means 'real', which refers to the real thing or the reality itself, seeing the language itself as the substance

rather than the semantic and symbolic aspects of the language, and it tries to establish concrete effects using

languages. Therefore, concrete poetry critically views the semantic dominance of languages and pursues its visual and

auditory effects. In this paper,

these characteristics of concrete poetry were investigated and investigated the

effectiveness of using it as a teaching method. Since concrete poetry, simple yet abbreviated, is suitable to use for

the classes related to German regional affairs, this study tried focusing on the poetry of Ernst Jandl, who was the

representative writer of concrete poetry.

Key words: the concrete poetry, the visual poetry, Ernst Jandl, landeskunde
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