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A Survey of Early Childhood English Teachers’ Professionalism”

Kim, Jung In”

Seoul Theological University

ABSTRACT: The importance of early English education has been widely recognized in Korea, but English teachers
in early childhood education have not received as much attention. Through an extensive literature review on teacher
professionalism, English teacher professionalism, and early childhood professionalism, Grossman’s (1990) four teacher
knowledge model (subject matter knowledge, general pedagogical knowledge, pedagogical content knowledge,
knowledge of context) was used as the theoretical framework. Based on the framework, this study examined how
early childhood English teachers were perceived in terms of their professionalism using ECETK (Early Childhood
Teacher Knowledge). The questionnaire (Kim, 2018) was distributed to 330 participants currently working early
childhood English teachers. The researcher used SPSS 21.0 to run descriptive statistics, independent t-test, ANOVA
and a correlation analysis. Major results show that early childhood English teachers evaluate high on general
pedagogical knowledge and pedagogical content knowledge while knowledge on subject matter and context were
relatively low. Next, teachers with over five years of teaching experience, experience in teacher education, study
abroad over one month, or self-confidence in English proficiency tend to evaluate positively on their professionalism.
Lastly, the degree of professionalism is significantly different depending on the majors (English major or non-
English major) of early childhood English teachers. Based on these results, this study suggests strengthening the

professionalism of early childhood English teachers.

Key words: early childhood English teacher, professionalism, teacher education, teacher knowledge,

pedagogical content knowledge
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