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ABSTRACT: The purpose of this study was to examine the experiences that dance majors face while majoring in
physical education to better understand their lives. To this end, this study utilized the narrative research proposed by

Clandinin and Connelly, which is suitable for understanding individual experiences. According to the general case

method, four female participants studying Physical Education in a PhD program were selected as research

participants.

In-depth interviews were conducted to collect data, and the recorded data was documented and

categorized. The following results were obtained. First, in the stage of enrollment or transfer, they chose physical

education according to the narrow range of professional choices and the realistic situations in which dance was

included in the physical education curriculum. Second, in the process of becoming physical education scholars, they

encountered a hierarchical culture different from that of dance majors.

They experienced limitations due to

stereotypes and prejudices about dance major graduates, and lack of sports skills or interest in sports activities. Third,

nevertheless,

they worked hard to achieve their goals,

an

d even now they are continuing to 'the struggle for

recognition' through constant efforts. These results provided an opportunity to understand their experiences, which had

not been dealt with until now. Also, by examining their experiences, it helped to provide an implication to discuss

the future path of dance majors in the sports industry.

Key words: dance, PhD in PE, narrative inquiry
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