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Teaching through the Eyes of Elementary Teachers during the COVID-19
Pandemic: A Phenomenological Study

Jung, Youngson' - Ko, Yujung®

'Sungshin Women’s University - *Korea University

ABSTRACT: During the COVID-19 pandemic, teachers had to start their academic year teaching remotely using
various online networks, which was unfamiliar to most of the teachers. The goal of the current study was to
qualitatively investigate elementary teachers' perceived meanings of teaching, focusing on their remote teaching
experiences, as they experienced abrupt changes from in-person to remote teaching and learning. To this end, the
study conducted in-depth interviews with five teachers in elementary schools located in three metropolitan areas and
analyzed the interview data employing a phenomenological approach. The analysis resulted in 8 sub-codes under
three codes, which are (1) challenges that go beyond time and location constraints; (2) collaborations among a
teacher, students, parents, and peer teachers; (3) a process being complemented by in-person teaching. To improve
remote instruction, learning and collaboration opportunities for in-service teachers should be provided and support

system supplementing parents' roles needs to be established.

Key words: COVID-19, elementary school, remote teaching, phenomenology
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