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A Study on Teacher Identity Development of a Chinese Teacher

Based on Life History: A Focus on Teacher Agency

Oh, Ji~young’

Shanghai International Studies University

ABSTRACT: The purpose of this study was to explore the process of teacher identity development and teacher

agency manifestation through the life story research based on a secondary school Chinese teacher's life experiences.

To this end, the researcher conducted six semi-structured interviews over a ten month period with a Chinese teacher

who had 22 year’s experience in secondary school. The was analysed and the results are as follows. Teacher Choi's

teacher identity went through a dynamic development process throughout her career in teaching, and she manifested

teacher agency in a different way in each identity development process. During the period of identity confusion, she

maintained her status as a teacher through

through “understanding students by imitating the ideal teacher”.

“searching and sharing for survival” and her initial identity was formed

Teacher Choi’s agentic choice and action to develop

as a professional teacher led to the strengthening of her teacher identity, and the “resistance and challenges” led to a

shift. As a result of resisting negative social perceptions of China and conducting “contributing to the development of

Chinese education,”

educator.

her teacher identity as a professional Chinese teacher has changed into

one of a Chinese

Key words: teacher identity, teacher agency, teacher education, Chinese teacher
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