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A Study on the Professional Development Stages and
Development Mechanisms of Career Teachers”

Kwak, Misun' - Cho, Youngah®”
"Kyonggi University - “The Catholic University of Korea

ABSTRACT: The purpose of this study is to identify the stages of professional development process of career
teachers’ professionalism and find the central task, motivation and learning strategy of each development stage. To
this end, nine career teachers who had about 10 years of experience as career teachers and were recommended to
have expertise in fellow teachers were conducted in-depth interviews using critical incident technique. The research
results are as follows. The stages of development process of career teachers’ professionalism were divided into five
stages: 'Exploration Stage), 'Preparation Stage:, 'Adaptation Stage), "Achievement Stage; and 'Contribution Stage
J. Looking at the characteristics of each development stage, in the 'Exploration Stage), ‘decision to switch to a
career teacher’ was the central task, ‘student-centered education’ and ‘recognition of limitations of subject teacher’s
job’ were motivations and ‘active interest in career education’ appeared as the learning strategy. In the Preparation
Stage, ‘expectation for the role of a career teacher and strengthening basic skills’ was the central task, ‘change in
perspectives on oneself, others, and the world’ was motivation and ‘proactive learning’ and ‘network formation with
fellow career teachers’ appeared as the learning strategies. In the "Adaptation Stage), ‘adaptation to the new role and
environment by trial and error’ was the central task, ‘change students' attitudes and eyes’ and ‘passion and energy of
fellow career teachers’ were motivations and ‘challenge in new experiences’ and ‘collaboration with other
departments’ appeared as the learning strategies. In the "Achievement Stage), ‘building my own identity as a career
teacher’ was the central task, ‘recognition of reward and existence value for the role of career teacher’ and
‘internalization of career education value’ were motivations and ‘continuous self-development’ and ‘expansion and
accumulation of experience’ appeared as the learning strategies. In the "Contribution Stage;, ‘contribution to the
development of career education’ was the central task, ‘a sense of mission to revitalize career education’ was
motivation and ‘active participation in career education policies and systems’ and ‘sharing and spreading accumulated
experiences’ appeared as the learning strategies. Based on the results of this study, implications for the professional

development of career teachers were discussed and suggestions for follow-up studies were presented.
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