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An Effective Teaching Method for the Complex Number
Based on Storytelling

Hyun—Woo Hwang', Dong—Hwa Kim?
Jurye Girls' Highschool, ?Pusan National University

ABSTRACT

The Complex Number is an important topic in the current high school mathematics. It has been recognized
by many researchers that high school students often have difficulty or misconceptions in the learning of the
complex number because they learn the concept of complex number from teachers with the form of
completion and their learning is usually focused on doing calculation on complex numbers. In this research,
we suggest a way of teaching the complex number using history of mathematics and storytelling method
based on some mathematics teaching and learning theories. It enables students to recognize that mathematics
has been developed by human’s needs and experience a process of having constructed the complex number
system by many mathematicians under the teacher's careful guidance. We identified this approach was a
feasible way to improve the teaching and learning methods of the complex number.

Key word: complex number, storytelling, history of mathematics
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